Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper

Biden orders gun control actions — but they show his limits

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden put on a
modest White House cer-
emony Thursday to an-
nounce a half-dozen ex-
ecutive actions to combat
what he called an "epi-
demic and an infernational
embarrassment" of gun vio-
lence in America.

But he said much more is
needed. And while Biden
had proposed the most
ambitious gun-conftrol
agenda of any modern
presidential candidate, his
moves underscored his lim-
ited power to act alone on
guns with difficult politics
impeding legislative action
on Capitol Hill.

Biden's new steps include
a move to crack down
on "ghost guns,” home-
made firearms that lack se-

Hodicdayglnm
Resort

AN IHG*HOTEL
ARUBA

For more information:

+297 586 3600
hiaruba@ihg.com

rial numbers used to trace
them and are often pur-
chased without a back-
ground check. He's also
moving to fighten regula-
tions on pistol-stabilizing
braces like the one used
in Boulder, Colorado, in a
shooting last month that
left 10 dead.

The president’'s actions
delivered on a pledge he
made last month to take
what he termed immedi-
ate *common-sense steps”
to address gun violence,
after a series of mass shoot-
ings drew renewed atten-
tfion to the issue.

His announcement came
the day after yet another
episode, this one in South
Carolina, where five peo-
ple were killed.
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But his orders stop well short
of some of his biggest cam-
paign-trail - proposals, in-
cluding his promise to ban
the importation of assault
weapons, his embrace of
a voluntary gun buyback
program and a pledge to
provide resources for the
Justice Department and FBI
to better enforce the na-
tion's current gun laws and
track firearms.

And while gun control ad-
vocates lauded Thursday's
moves as a strong first step
in combating gun violence,
they, too, acknowledged
that action from lawmakers
on Capitol Hill is needed to
make lasting change.
"Some of the other big-
ticket items are legislative,"
said Josh Horwitz, execu-
tive director of the Coali-
tion to Stop Gun Violence.
"And that's going to be very
difficult.”

Biden mentioned a formi-
dable list of priorities he'd

like to see Congress tackle,
including passing the Vio-
lence Against Women Act,
eliminating lawsuit exemp-
tions for gun manufacturers
and banning assault weap-
ons and high-capacity
magazines.

He also called on the Sen-
ate to take up House-
passed measures to close
background check loop-
holes.

But with an evenly-divided
Senate — and any gun
control legislation requiring
60 votes to pass — Demo-
crats would have to keep
every member of ftheir
narrow majority on board
while somehow adding 10
Republicans.

Horowitz said ‘'it's hard
to think" who those Re-
publicans would be, and
though that doesn't mean
it's impossible to move on
gun control "we're going to
have to change some of
the people who are in the
Senate."

Associated Press

Gun contfrol advocates
say the National Rifle Asso-
ciation's legal and financiall
issues have greatly weak-
ened the once mighty pro-
gun lobby and helped turn
the public fide in favor of
some restrictions on gun
ownership. They say a shift
in public perception will
eventually trickle down to
Republicans on Capitol Hill.
But so far that hasn't mate-
rialized in votes. The House
passed two bills in March
largely along party lines
that would expand and
strengthen background
checks for gun sales and
fransfers, a move that has
broad public support. But
most Republicans argue
that strengthened checks
could take guns away from
law-abiding gun owners.

A small, bipartisan group
of senators is trying to find
compromise based on a
2013 deal that would have
expanded background
checks to gun shows and

infernet sales but was re-
jected then by five voftes.
Democratic Sen. Chris Mur-
phy of Connecticut said
at a rally in his state last
week that he is talking to
his colleagues every day o
come a deal, and that he
believes the public is more
supportive than ever of
changes.

Murphy acknowledged
last weekend on NBC's
"Meet the Press" that the
background check bill that
passed the House isn't likely
fo succeed in the Senate,
but he suggested a more
narrowly tailored bill might,
and said he was working to
build on that legislation to
win over Republican sup-

port.
"You are going to have to
make some reasonable

accommodations if you
want 10 Republican votes.
And | am already talking to
Republicans who are not
unwilling to sit down at the
table," he said.

Even some of the limited
moves Biden took Thursday
had already been making
their way through the bu-
reaucracy.

The federal government
has been working on a
proposed rule that would
change the definition of a
firearm to include lower re-
ceivers, the essential piece
of a semiautomatic rifle,
in an effort fo combat the
proliferation of "ghost guns"
and stave off losing court
battles on the issue.

The process started in the
waning months of the
Trump administration, ac-
cording to four people fa-
miliar with the maftter. Jus-
tice Department leaders
and officials at the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives had
been working on language
for a proposed rule since
at least summer 2020, they
said.

The proposal had gone
through several layers of
review by agency aftor-
neys by last fall, and ATF

officials have met with gun
manufacturers and others
to discuss the possibility of
expanding the definition of
a firearm, the people said.
They could not publicly dis-
cuss the details of the pro-
cess and spoke to The As-
sociated Press on conditfion
of anonymity.

While Biden said the moves
he took Thursday were just
the beginning of his admin-
istration's actions on guns,
it's not known what further
steps he'll be wiling — or
able — to take.

With Biden already focused
on passing his $2.3 trillion in-
frastructure package, after
delivering a massive CO-
VID-19 relief bill, it's unclear
how much political capital
he has to spend to get any
gun-control bills across the
finish line. Asked last month
if he felt he had the politi-
cal sway fo pass new gun
laws, Biden told reporters: "l
don't know. | haven't done
any counfing yet."

Some activists, while they
praised Biden for his execu-
tive actions Thursday, said
they wanted to see him
more actively involved in
the fight on Capitol Hill.

"I think he needs to en-
gage directly and | think
he needs to be counting
the votes. I'm not sure what
he's waiting for," said Igor
Volsky, executive director
of Guns Down America.
Volsky said his group would
like to see Biden lay out a
comprehensive package
of reforms focused on gun
violence, similar to what the
administration has done on
immigration. And he said
Biden "could do more in
using the presidential bully
pulpit" fo communicate
with the public about the
need for gun confrol mea-
sures and to pressure Con-
gress to act.

"As he pointed out on the
campaign frail, repeated-
ly, there's no time to wait to
act on thisissue. So my view
is that this should be a prior-
ity for him," Volsky said.(
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Kentucky limits no-knock warrants after Breonna Taylor death

By PIPER HUDSPETH BLACK-
BURN

Associated Press
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Ken-
fucky Gov. Andy Beshear
signed a partial ban on no-
knock warrants Friday after
months of demonstrations
set off by the fatal shoot-
ing of Breonna Taylor in her
home during a botched
police raid last year.

The law signed by the Dem-
ocratic governor is not the
total ban many demonstra-
tors and some Democratic
lawmakers had sought,
but it also doesn't prevent
individual cities and fowns
from banning the warrants
completely. The measure
drew bipartisan support in
the legislature, where Re-
publicans hold veto-proof
supermaijorities in the House
and Senate. The law only
permits no-knock warrants
if there is "clear and con-
vincing evidence" that the
crime being investigated
"would qualify a person, if
convicted, as a violent of-
fender."

Taylor, a 26-year-old Lou-
isvile emergency medi-
cal technician studying to
become a nurse, was shot
multiple times in March
2020 after being roused
from her bed by police. No
drugs were found, and the

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear signs a bill creating a partial ban on no-knock warrants, Friday, April

9, 2021, at the Center for African American Heritage Louisville, Ky.

warrant was later found to
be flawed.

"This is meaningful change,”
Beshear said. "It will save
lives, and it will move us in
the right direction. | know
more needs to be done. |
know the fight is not over."

Members of the Taylor fam-
ily sftood behind the gover-
nor during the bill signing, at
Louisville's Kentucky Cen-
ter for African American
Heritage. Taylor's mother,
Tamika Palmer, shed tears

as she accepted the pen
the governor used to sign
the measure.

"While it's not the full legis-
lation that they wanted in
tferms of a complete ban
on no-knock warrants, they
are safisfied that this is a
start and a win in a deeply
divided General Assembly,"
said the family's aftorney,
Lonita Baker.

Baker added that the fam-
ily looks forward to working
with lawmakers on future

Associated Press

legislation to further restrict
the warrants and increase
police accountability.
Under the new law, no-
knock warrants must be
executed between 6 a.m.
and 10 p.m. and officers
are required to take addi-
fional steps to obtain war-
rants. Judges are also re-
quired to sign legibly when
approving them and an
EMT must now be nearby
during executfion of the
warrant,

In the Taylor case, a no-
knock warrant was ap-
proved as part of a Louis-
vile Metro Police Depart-
ment narcotics investigo-
fion. Nonetheless, officers
said they did knock and
announce their presence
before entering Taylor's
apartment, though some
witnesses have disputed
that claim.

In September, a grand jury
indicted one of the officers
on wanton endangerment
charges for shooting into
a neighbor's apartment,
but none was charged in
connection with Taylor's
death. That was based in
part on the presentation of
Republican Aftorney Gen-
eral Daniel Cameron, who
recommended no charges
against the officers who
shot into Taylor's apart-
ment.

One of those officers, Myles
Cosgrove, was fired. Fed-
eral ballistics experts said
they believe the shot that
kiled Taylor came from
Cosgrove. The police de-
parfment also fired officer
Joshua Jaynes, who se-
cured the warrant.

Virginia passed a ban on
all no-knock warrants last
year. The warrants are also
not permitted in Florida
and Oregon.d

By MIKE STOBBE

AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The
number of U.S. suicides fell
nearly 6% last year amid
the coronavirus pandemic
— the largest annual de-
cline in at least four de-
cades, according to pre-
liminary government data.
Death certificates are sfill
coming in and the count
could rise. But officials ex-
pect a substantial decline
will endure, despite worries
that COVID-19 could lead
fo more suicides.

Itis hard to say exactly why
suicide deaths dropped so
much, but one factor may
be a phenomenon seen
in the early stages of wars
and natfional disasters,
some experts suggested.
"There's a heroism phase
in every disaster period,

where we're banding fo-
gether and expressing lofs
of messages of support
that we're in this together,"
said Dr. Christine Moutier,
chief medical officer of
the American Foundo-
fion for Suicide Prevention.
"You saw that, atf least in
the early months of the
pandemic."

An increase in the avail-
ability of telehealth ser-
vices and other efforts to
turn around the nation's
suicide problem may have
also contributed, she said.
U.S. suicides steadily rose
from the early 2000s unfil
2018, when the national
suicide rate hit its highest
level since 1941. The rate
finally fell slightly in 2019.
Experts credited increased
mental health screenings
and other suicide preven-

tion efforts.The number fell
further last year, to below
45,000, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion said in arecent report.
It was the lowest number
of U.S. suicide deaths since
2015.

Many worried that such
progress might end when
COVID-19 arrived.

The pandemic sparked a
wave of business closures.
Millions of people were
forced to stay at home,
many of them alone. In
surveys, more Americans
reported depression, anxi-
ety and drug and alcohol
use. Adding to that dan-
gerous mix, firearm pur-
chases rose 85% in March
2020.

But the spring of last year
actually saw the vyear's
most dramatic decline in

U.S. suicides dropped last year, defying pqndemlc expeciahons

In this Wednesday, March 17,

suicide numbers, said the
CDC's Farida Ahmad, the
lead author of a recent
report in the Journal of the
American Medical Asso-
ciation that detailed the
decline.

Suicide had been the na-

2021 file photo, morning fog
blankets a cemetery in West Virginia.

Associated Press

fion's 10th leading cause
of death, but dropped
to 11th in 2020. That was
mainly due to the arrival
of COVID-19, which killed
at least 345,000 Americans
and became the nation's
No. 3 killer. [
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Police: Employee kills 1, wounds 5 at Texas cabinet business

BRYAN, Texas (AP) — A
man opened fire at a Texas
cabinet-making company
where he worked, kiling
one person and wounding
five others before shoot-
ing and wounding a state
frooper prior to his arrest,
authorities said.

Larry Winston Bollin, 27, of
lola, Texas, was booked
info the Brazos County De-
tention Center in Bryan late
Thursday, according to a
Bryan Police Department
statement.  Jail records
showed Bollin was charged
with  murder and being
held on a $1 million bond.
No attorney was listed for
Bollin in the jail record.
Bryan Police Chief FEric
Buske told reporters he be-
lieves the suspect is an em-
ployee at the Kent Moore
Cabinets location where
the shooting happened. He
said investigators believe
the man used a handgun
and was solely responsible
for the attack, which hap-
pened around 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, and that he was
gone by the time officers
arrived.

Two of the five people who
were wounded at the busi-
ness were hospitalized in
critical  condition,  while
three others were in serious
but stable condition, ac-
cording to a hospital state-
ment. During the manhunt

This Thursday, April 8, 2021, booking photo provided by the Bry-
an Police Department in Texas shows Larry Winston Bollin.

for the suspect, he shot and
wounded state trooper
Juan Rojas Tovar, who re-
mained hospitalized Friday
in serious but stable condi-
tion, the Texas Department
of Public Safety said on
Twitter.

Grimes County Sheriff Don
Sowell said about two
hours after the attack, the
suspect was arrested in
Bedias, a finy community

Associated Press

about 25 miles (40 kilome-
ters) northeast of Bryan.

Investigators were sfill frying
fo determine the motive for
the attack, authorities said.
The Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives sent agents and dogs
to the shooting scene, said
spokesman Deon Washing-
ton. Police asked people to
stay away from the business
during the investigation.

Bryan is about 100 miles
(160 kilometers) northwest
of Houston and is near
Texas A&M University. With
more than 86,000 residents,
itis the seat of Brazos Coun-
ty.

In a statement posted on
its Facebook page, Kent
Moore Cabinets said "our
hearts are hurting" and
asked for "thoughts and
prayers" for its employees
and their families.

"We're all devastated by
the tragic events at our
Stone City manufacturing
plant in Bryan on Thursday,"
the statement said. "We are
fully cooperating with the
police who are investigat-
ing this horrible crime."

The company, which is
headquartered in Bryan,
makes custom cabinets. It
has design centers in nearly
a dozen Texas cities and
employs more than 600
people, according fo ifs
website.

One employee, Marc Bar-
ron, said he believes the
gunman was fargeting a
specific person.

"I feel like he came with
the intention of harming
someone," Barron said. "He
was just looking for the right
person and, like, the right
fime."

Fellow employee Amelia
Rodriguez said she heard
several gunshots, describ-

ing them as a "boom," and
ran outside only to readlize
the gunman was, by then,
also outside. She said she
went back into the building
and hid.

"I don't have ... words to
express the sorrow that |
feel in my heart for all this
stuff going on," referring to
shootings in El Paso and
elsewhere in the United
States. "lt's so said it had to
happen to us, too," Rodri-
guez said.

"Everybody told me this guy
is very calm and ... out of
the blue he decides to do
this," Rodriguez said.
Employee Matthew
Hawkins said he heard
what he thought was a
loud crash, then realized it
was gunfire, followed by ini-
tial confusion.

"It felt like a drill and then
whenever the shots started
it was like 'it's a shooting.'
OK, I run, | guesse" he said,
and then ran outside the
building.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott of-
fered prayers for shooting
victims and their families.

" have been working close-
ly with the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety and
the Texas Rangers as they
assist local law enforce-
ment on a swift response
fo this criminal act. Their ef-
forts led to the arrest of the
shooting suspect.'

Yosemite National Park to limit summer visitors due to virus

A light dusting of snow covers Yosemite Valley in this Monday,
Nov. 9, 2020, file photo following a weekend snowstorm in
Yosemite National Park, Calif.

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK,
Calif. (AP) — Yosemite Na-
tional Park will require ad-
vanced reservations for
day visitors during the peak

Associated Press

summer season to limit the
number of visitors and al-
low social distancing amid
the pandemic.

Under the new rules, ad-

vance reservations will be
required for day use visitors
who entfer Yosemite from
May 21 to Sept. 30, the San
Jose Mercury News report-
ed.

The park's superintendent,
Cicely Muldoon, said large
crowds already have been
coming to the park in re-
cent weeks, and there
are still cases of COVID-19
spreading in  California,
and ofher states and coun-
fries where visitors are com-
ing from.

"The basic planis to protect
human health and safety
and provide as much ac-
cess as we can," Muldoon
said Thursday during a
meeting with government
and business leaders of the
communities  surrounding

the park.

Rocky Mountain Nation-
al Park and Glacier Na-
tional Park are putting in
place similar rules, which
have been encouraged
for decades by environ-
mental groups but resisted
by gateway communities
whose economies depend
heavily on tourism.

A similar day-use reserva-
tion system was in place
last summer. It resulted in
Yosemite's visitation rates
dropping by half. This sum-
mer the number of visitors
adllowed willrange from 50%
to 90%, depending on what
levels of COVID-19 are
found in Mariposa County
on the park's western edge.
Currently, with Mariposa in
California's orange fier, Yo-

semite will allow 70% of nor-
mal summer visitation — or
about 5,760 vehicles a day.
"We think these numbers
will allow people to enjoy
the park safely," Muldoon
said.

Reservations can be made
at www.recreation.gov be-
ginning at 8 a.m. on April
21. Each day-use reserva-
fion is valid for one vehicle
forthree days. Vehicles that
arrive at park enfrances af-
fer May 21 without reserva-
fions will not be admitted.
Due to pandemic con-
cerns, park shuttle buses will
not run this summer. Some,
but not all campgrounds in
the park will be open, with
585 sites available starting
July 1, compared to 247
last year.
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U.S. urges arms embargo and sanctions agalnst Myanmar military

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
The U.S. ambassador to
the United Nations urged
the international commu-
nity to take “concrete ac-
tion” against the military in
Myanmar on Friday includ-
ing an arms embargo and
sanctions against its holding
companies and those who
profit from them, saying this
is the only way to change
the military’s crackdown
on civilians following its Feb.
1 coup.

Linda Thomas-Greenfield
made the appeal at an
informal virtual meeting
of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil where Zin Mar Aung,
a leader of a post-coup
committee  representing
elected members of Myan-
mar's parliament, urged
all UN. member nations
to increase political, finan-
cial and security measures
against the military “unfil
the military’s violent at-
tacks on civilians stop and
Myanmar returns to the rule
of law under civilian and
democratic rule.”

Aung said the military has
escalated armed violence
in the last two weeks in eth-
nic states including Karen,
Shan and Kachin, and be-
fore Friday's council meet-
ing, military forces known

In this Nov. 13, 2018, file photo, a merchant examines a jade stone displayed at the Gems
Emporium in Naypyitaw, Myanmar.

as the Tatmadaw used live
munifions and even rocket-
propelled grenades to at-
tack civilians in Bago Town-
ship south-centfral Myan-
mar. “The ambulances are
not allowed to enter the
area even though there
have been dozens of civil-
ian casualties,” she said.

The coup reversed years
of slow progress toward
democracy in Myanmar,
which for five decades had
languished under strict mili-
tary rule that led to interna-

fional isolation and sanc-
fions. As the generals loos-
ened their grip, culminating
in Aung San Suu Kyi's rise to
leadershipin 2015 elections,
the international communi-
ty responded by lifting most
sanctions and pouring in-
vestment into the country.
The Security Council has
called for a reversal of the
coup, strongly condemned
the violence against
peaceful protesters, called
for “utmost restraint” by the
military, stressed the need

Visitors tiptoe through the tulips in
Dutch virus test

By MIKE CORDER

LISSE, Netherlands (AP)
— Finally, after bleak win-
ter months of a coronavi-
rus lockdown, springtime
shoots of hope emerged
Friday as restrictions were
relaxed at a Dutch flower
garden and other public
venues.

Under a government-ap-
proved pilot scheme, the
world-famous  Keukenhof
garden opened its gates to
let a few thousand people
tiptoe through the 7 million
tulips, hyacinths, daffodils
and myriad other flowers
mefticulously hand-planted
throughout its manicured
lawns by a small army of
gardeners.

A maximum of 5,000 visi-
tors were allowed into the
garden, nestled amid the
pancake flat bulb fields
between Amsterdam and
The Hague, if they could
show proof that they had
just tested negaftive for
COVID-19.

Minke Kleinen, who visited
the central city of Arnhem
with her friend llse van Eg-
ten, said it felt like their “first
legal day out.” The friends
took rapid tests before set-
ting off and got their nega-
tive results by email as they
drove."lt feels strange that
we can stand next to one
another,” said Van Egten,
giving Kleinen a quick hug.
“It's nicel!”

The Keukenhof lost an en-
fire season last year fo
the pandemic as the first
deadly wave of infections
swept over the Nether-
lands. Its scheduled March
20 opening this year never
happened because of the
counftry’s strict virus lock-
down.The limited open-
ing — six days spread over
two weeks in April — is wel-
come to the 40 gardeners
who spend months prepar-
ing for the annual spring
season. In a normal year,
the garden the size of 50
soccer fields can accom-
modate 10 fimes as many
visitors each day.

Park director Bart Siemerink
had mixed feelings.

Associated Press

to uphold “democratic in-
stitutions and processes”
and urged the immediate
release of detained gov-
ernment leaders including
Suu Kyi and President Win
Myint. It also urged military
leaders to allow the U.N.
special envoy to Myanmarr,
Christine Schraner Burgen-
er, to visit without precondi-
tions.

But Schraner Burgener,
who just arrived in Bangkok,
tweeted Friday: "l regret
that Tatmadow answered

me yesterday that they are
not ready fto receive me.
| am ready for dialogue.
Violence never leads to
peaceful sustainable solu-
fions.”

U.N. deputy spokesman
Farhan Haqg said later Fri-
day that Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres still hopes
she will be able to visit.
Addressing the people
of Myanmar, U.S. envoy
Thomas-Greenfield said ev-
ery statement adopted by
a united Security Council
been followed by further
violence by the military
against its people, *and we
cannot allow them to suc-
ceed.”

“l want you to know that
the United States stands
with you. And we will do
everything in our power, in
coordinatfion with our al-
lies and our partners, here
in the Security Council and
elsewhere, to help you
deal with this terrible situa-
fion,” she said.
Thomas-Greenfield said
“the military’'s  brutality™”
against Rohingya Muslims
in Rakhine state three years
ago sent hundreds of thou-
sands of people fleeing
fo Bangladesh, and the
current violence has seen
thousands flee into Thai-
land and hundreds ftry to
flee into India.l ]

Far fewer visitors than normal are seen at the world-famous
Keukenhof garden in Lisse, Netherlands, Friday, April 9, 2021.

“Of course, happy today.
It's the first day of Keu-
kenhof 2021,” he said, but
added that the park still
felt different with such a
relatively small number of
visitors."So it's a good feel-
ing that we can open, but
this is not Keukenhof as it's

Associated Press

supposed to be,” he said.
In  pre-pandemic years,
Keukenhof's paths, park
benches and cafes are
crowded with visitors from
around the world taking
photos and selfies with one
of the Netherlands’ most
iconic products the tulip.d
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Kim compares North Korea’s economic woes to 1990s famine

SEOUL, South Korea (AP)
North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un has called for
waging another "arduous
march” to fight severe eco-
nomic difficulties, for the
first fime comparing them
fo a 1990s famine that killed
hundreds of thousands.
Kim had previously said his
country faces the "worst-
ever” situation due to sev-
eral factors, including the
coronavirus pandemic,
US.-led sanctions and
heavy flooding last sum-
mer. But it's the first time he
publicly drew parallel with
the deadly famine.

North Korea monitoring
groups haven't detected
any signs of mass starvation
or a humanitarian disaster.
But Kim's comments sfill
suggest how seriously he
views the current difficulties
— which foreign observers
say are the biggest test of
his nine-year rule.

“There are many obstacles
and difficulties ahead of us,
and so our struggle for car-
rying out the decisions of
the Eighth Party Congress
would not be all plain sail-
ing,” Kim fold lower-level
ruling party members on
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
delivers a closing speech at the Sixth Conference of Cell Secretaries of the Workers’ Party of
Korea in Pyongyang, North Korea, Thursday, April 8, 2021.

Thursday, according to
the Korean Central News
Agency.

“I made up my mind to ask
the WPK (Workers' Party of
Korea) organizations at all
levels, including its Cen-
tral Committee and the
cell secretaries of the en-
tire party, to wage anoth-

er more difficult ‘arduous
march’ in order to relieve
our people of the difficulty,
even a little,” Kim said.

The term “arduous march”
is a euphemism that North
Koreans use to describe the
struggles during the 1990s
famine, which was precipi-
tated by the loss of Soviet

Associated Press

assistance, decades of mis-
management and natural
disasters. The exact death
toll isn’t clear, varying from
hundreds of thousands fo
2 million to 3 million, and
North Korea depended on
international aid for years
to feed its people.

Kim's speech came at the

closing ceremony of a par-
ty meeting with thousands
of grassroots members,
called cell secretaries. Dur-
ing his opening day speech
Tuesday, Kim said improv-
ing public livelihoods in the
face of the “worst-ever situ-
ation” would depend on
the party cells.

During the party congress
in January, Kim ordered
officials to build stronger
self-supporting economy,
reduce reliance on imports
and make more consumer
goods. But analysts are
skeptical about Kim'’s push,
saying the North's problems
are the result of poor man-
agement, self-imposed iso-
lation and sanctions over
his nuclear program.
Chinese data show North
Korea’s trade with China,
its biggest trading partner
and aid benefactor, shrank
by about 80% last year fol-
lowing North Korea's bor-
der closure as part of strin-
gent pandemic measures.
Experts say North Korea has
no other opfion because
a major coronavirus out-
break could have dire con-
sequences on its broken
health care system. 1

China report accuses US of causing humanitarian disasters

BEUJING (AP) — China ac-
cused the U.S. of caus-
ing humanitarian disasters
through foreign military
interventions in a report
Friday that was the latest
broadside by Beijing in in-
creasingly contentious re-
lations with the Biden ad-
minisfration.

The report from the gov-
ernment-backed China
Society for Human Rights
Studies said foreign wars
launched under the ban-
ner of “humanitarian in-
tervention” have not only
cost the belligerent parties
a large number of military
lives but also caused ex-
fremely serious civilian ca-
sualties and property dam-
age, leading to horrific hu-
manitarian disasters.

“The selfishness and hy-
pocrisy of the United States
have also been fully ex-
posed through these for-
eign wars,” said the report,
which cited a list of what it

called U.S. aggression, from
its infervention in Greece in
1947 to its opposition to the
Venezuelan government in
2019. It cited conflicts in Ko-
rea, Vietham, the Persian
Gulf, Kosovo, Afghanistan,
Irag and Syria as major U.S.
wars.

“Choosing to use force ir-
respective of the conse-
quences reveals the he-
gemonic aspirations of the

United States,” the report
said. "Only by discarding
the hegemonic thinking,
which is chiefly motivated
by self-interest, can we
prevent humanitarian in-
tervention from becoming
humanitarian disasters.”

Relations between Wash-
ingfon and Beijing have
been fractious over U.S.
support for Taiwan and
sanctions over Chinese

Chinese security personnel stand on duty near an art work
outside the United States Embassy in Beijing on April 6, 2021.

Associated Press

polices including in Hong
Kong and Xinjiang. China's
assertiveness in the South
China Sea and U.S. calls
for more candor from Bei-
jing about the origins of
the coronavirus pandemic
have further roiled ties.
There have been no major
changes on those issues
since President Joe Biden
replaced Donald Trump.
Congress, meanwhile, is
preparing to take up new
legislation that would un-
derscore the competition
with Beijing in foreign af-
fairs, trade and other fields.
Asked Thursday about that
pending legislation, State
Department spokesperson
Ned Price said the admin-
istration has been “heart-
ened that there is a good
deal of bipartisan agree-
ment when it comes to
how we should and could
approach the government
in Beijing.”

China has struck back with

heated rhetoric and visa
bans against U.S. officials
and others it deems to
have damaged its interests
through their criticism of
Beijing’s human rights re-
cord. Chinese officials de-
livered unusually sharp re-
marks at an initial meeting
with U.S. Secretary of State
Anfony Blinken and De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin last month, in apparent
response to U.S. sanctions
against Chinese and Hong
Kong officials considered
responsible for repression
in Xinjiang and the former
British colony.

Congress should abandon
any legislation fargeting
China and Washington
should “do more things
that are conducive to the
healthy and stable devel-
opment of China-U.S. re-
lations,” Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian
said at a daily briefing on
Friday. 4
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Explosive eruption rocks volcano on Caribbean’s $t. Vincent

By DANICA COTO
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)
— An explosive eruption
rocked La Soufriere volca-
no on the eastern Caribbe-
an island of St. Vincent on
Friday following mandatory
evacuation orders from the
local government.
Emergency management
officials said the ash col-
umn rose about 20,000 feet
(6 kilometers) high and that
the ash was headed east
info the Atlantic Ocean.
However, heavy ashfall
also was reported in com-
munities around the volcao-
no, said Erouscilla Joseph,
director of the University
of the West Indies Seismic
Center.

"More explosions could oc-
cur,” she said in a phone
inferview, adding that it
was impossible to predict
whether they might be big-
ger or smaller than the first
one.

There were no immediate
reports of casualties from
the eruption that occurred
four days short of the 42nd
anniversary of the last siz-
able eruption.

In the coastal fown of Bar-
roudllie, about 14 kilome-

Ash rises into the air as La Soufriere volcano erupts on the eastern Caribbean island of St.
Vincent, seen from Chateaubelair, Friday, April 9, 2021.

ters (9 miles) from the vol-
cano, evacuees trudged
tfoward shelters carrying
backpacks, duffel bags
and shopping bags stuffed
with personal belongings
after the explosion. Some
prepared to stay there,
while others were expect-
ed to board cruise ships or
go to nearby islands that
have offered help.

Others still waited for trans-

portation to a shelter, in-
cluding one family who
stood for at least an hour
by the side of a road un-
der the sun with their chil-
dren and suitcases as they
awaited a ride from some-
one.

The volcano last erupted
on April 13, 1979, and a pre-
vious eruption in 1902 killed
some 1,600 people.

The new eruption followed

Associated Press

mandatory evacuation or-
ders issued Thursday for the
roughly 16,000 people who
live in the red zone near
the volcano in the island’s
northern region. Roughly
2,000 people were stay-
ing in the 20 shelters the
government had opened,
Prime Minister Ralph Gon-
salves said in a press con-
ference.

“We have had hiccups

here and there ... but by
and large we are proceed-
ing pretty well,” Gonsalves
said. He later wiped tears
from his eyes and apolo-
gized for crying while he
thanked people and other
governments in the region
for opening their homes
and countries to St. Vincen-
tians.

“On the dangerous road to
Jericho, we have the good
Samaritans,” he said.

He said that depending on
the damage done by the
explosion, it could take up
to four months for things to
go back to normal.

As dozens of people
sfreamed toward safer
ground, officials worried

the pandemic could ham-
per evacuation efforts.
Gonsalves  said  people
have to be vaccinated if
they go aboard a cruise
ship or are granted tem-
porary refuge in another
island. He said two Royal
Caribbean cruise ships ar-
rived Friday and a third in
the coming days, as well as
two Carnival cruise ships.
Islands that have said they
would accept evacuees
include St. Lucia, Grenada,
Barbados and Antigua.]

Southern African leaders concerned by Mozambique's rebels

By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME
Associated Press
JOHANNESBURG (AP)
Five southern African lead-
ers expressed their concern
at the extremist violence in
northern Mozambique and
said they will consider “a
proportionate regional re-
sponse” at another summit
in three weeks.

Issuing a communique in
Mozambique's capital,
Maputo, Thursday, the Af-
rican leaders “noted with
concern, the acts of ter-
rorism perpetrated against
innocent civilians, women
and children” in the Cabo
Delgado province and
"condemned the terrorist
attacks in strongest terms;
and affrmed that such
heinous attacks cannot be
allowed to continue.”

The presidents of Botswa-
na, Malawi, South Africa,
and Zimbabwe met with
President Filipe Nyusi, fol-

Southern African leaders greet each other during a meeting in
Mozambique’s capital Maputo, Thursday, April 8, 2021.

lowing the prolonged as-
sault in recent weeks on
Mozambique's  northern
city of Palma. The leaders
met as part of the 16-na-
fion Southern African De-
velopment  Community.
known as SADC.

A team of technical ex-
perts will be sent to north-
ern Mozambique to assess
the situation and recom-

Associated Press

mend what action should
be taken by the group. The
regional bloc has been
criticized for failing at previ-
ous summits fo agree upon
specific actions to combat
Mozambique's crisis, which
threatens to spread insta-
bility in the region.

More than 2,600 people
have been kiled and
670,000 displaced since

the rebel insurgency start-
edin 2017, creating a mas-
sive humanitarian crisis, ac-
cording to U.N. agencies.
Nyusi, in an address to
Mozambique, said his gov-
ernment has asked for as-
sistance from neighboring
countries and ofher in-
ternational powers, but it
does not want to compro-
mise its sovereignty.
Nyusi announced Wednes-
day that government forc-
es had regained control of
Palma, after a prolonged
battle with the rebels. More
than 100 of the well-armed
rebels attacked Palma on
March 24 and held more
than half of the strategic
center for more than 10
days.
“The terrorists have been
expelled from Palma. We
do noft infend to proclaim
victory because we are in
an ongoing fight against
terrorism, but we are sure

that if we are united, we
will win,” Nyusi said, speak-
ing in Portuguese on state
media.

At least 50 people were
kiled, including several
who were beheaded, in
the rebels’ assault on Pal-
ma and thousands fled the
port city, which had more
than 70,000 residents be-
fore the rebel afttack.
South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa was ac-
companied by his de-
fense, intelligence and for-
eign affairs ministers.
“SADC is deeply con-
cerned about the con-
tinued fterrorist attacks in
Cabo Delgado, especially
for the lives and welfare
of the residents who con-
finue to suffer from the
atfrocious, brutal and indis-
criminate assaults,” Rama-
phosa’s spokesman Tyrone
Seale said in a statement
Thursday.]
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New beginnings after the kitchen table and beyond with new restaurant:

Infini by Chef Urvin Croes

PALM BEACH — After spear-
heading The Kitchen Table for
five years, receiving notable
recognitions in USA Today, The
Daily Meal and earning the #1
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine
Dining Restaurants in the Carib-
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now
moved on to higher heights. In-
fini, his new chef’s table, which
opened at the Blue Residences
in November 2020, allows the
Michelin-trained Aruban cu-
linary artist to create gastro-
nomic experiences unconfined
by cultural or regional expec-
tations. The former The Kitchen
Table space has since been
renovated into a suitable cu-
linary studio to host this vision.
In describing these changes,
Croes says: “We opened up the
entire kitchen and elevated the
dining tables so guests have a
front row stadium-like view of
each step of the preparations.
The spotlights, which we care-
fully choreograph, follow the
plates’ transition from blank
canvas into culinary works of
art.”

“It is a flavor that you cannot de-
fine, but you can create.”

He had been sitting on the first
menu for over a year. Inspired by
umami, one of the five basic tastes,
and also Japanese for “essence of
deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived
to organically produce this palate
in each dish of the eight-course
Chef's Impression. "It is a flavor that
you cannot define, but you can
create. Take our popular langous-
tine for example; we combined
elements that are rarely paired
together: the bitter, sour and salty
flavors of the lemon cream, kom-
bucha, green grapes, watercress
and achiote, fused with the sweet
and delicate taste of the langous-
tine induce ultimate umami.”

After hosting the first menu for
three months, the Executive Chef
infroduced a second tour de force
in February 2021 — this fime a pes-

catarian menu dedicated to Lent,
of which Croes has to say: “I want-
ed to focus on the finest fish in the
world, they are the protagonists
of this season.” Visitors can expe-
rience the second Chef's Impres-
sion until May 2021, at which point
Croes and his feam will reveal ex-
citing new flavors for the summer.

“Without a great team, there is no
great chef”

“There is very little | can do by my-
self. Without a great team, there is
no great chef”, says Croes, while
raving about the six young profes-
sionals sharing his kitchen. All grad-
uvates of Aruba’s EPI College and
familiar faces to the Chef as each
one has completed their culinary
internship under his guidance. In
fact, Infini's Chef de Cuisine, Ash-
win Maduro, was Urvin's very first
student, before relocating to Am-
sterdam, where he worked at sev-
eral Michelin-starred restaurants,
including &moshik (formally &Sam-
houd Places). Having recently re-
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turned to Aruba, Chef Maduro is
thriled to be reunited with his first

mentor and hopes to secure Aru-
ba’s space on the global map of
unique culinary experiences. Simi-
larly, after four years working in the
two-Michelin ~ starred  restaurant
Spectrum, Chef de Partie Moises
Ramirez returned home to share
his vast experience in formulating
recipes with mefticulous atftention
to detail and consistency. Further
down the kitchen line, Chef de
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked
at the two-Michelin starred FG
Restaurant, is all about expressing
himself through cooking and plat-
ing to create art that you can eat.
Mixologist Marc-Anthony Rannis
brings eight years of experience in
the fine dining industry to Infini. His
fine craftsmanship is displayed in
the unparalleled wine pairings and
signature cocktails, which include
his personally homemade syrups,
garnishes and fresh local ingredi-
ents. Maitre D' and Junior Somme-
lier Jessica Theysen, who previously

managed renowned Chef Den-
nis Huwaé's Restaurant Daalder
in Amsterdam, is a true storyteller.
From the moment she serves the
Salinity welcome drink and the cu-
linary tale begins, she takes you on
an adventure around the world

to discover never-before-tasted
combinations. Then, towards the
end of the night, it is his tfime to
shine — Pastry Chef Jean-Claude
Werleman, that is. After spending
the last two years perfecting his
recipes in the Pastry Department of
the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Werleman
joins Infini to continue exploring his
passion for experimenting with col-
ors and bold flavors.

“It's time to show that Aruba is a
culinary destination of its own”
“The goal is to leave our visitors
speechless. The look on their faces
whenever they take the first bite
says it all and it is priceless’’, shares
Croes, with a smile. Reclaiming the
spot of number one restaurant in
the Caribbean is also in sight, but
this fime he will not stop there. “In
the end, we want Aruba to be
recognized for its culinary mastery.
We have frained the best culinary
artists right here on the island and
they have proven themselves in-
ternationally in the most renowned
kitchens in the world. Now it is time
to show that Aruba is a culinary
destination of its own. Who knows
where that will take us; hopefully to
infinity and beyond.”

Infini located at Blue Residenc-
es currently serves a six-course
Chef’'s Impression to up fo 12
guests starting at 6:30PM. To
make reservations visit www.in-
finiaruba.com or call +297-699-
3982.1
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Welcome to Tuscany Residence Aruba:
Aruba’s Luxury Residential Resort

NOORD — Tuscany Residence Aruba is found in one
of the most popular neighborhoods of Aruba, close to
the shopping and nightlife of Palm Beach, and best
of all it is within walking distance of the finest white
beaches and clear blue ocean. Tuscany Residence
Aruba brings luxury living to a new level.

180 exclusive properties will be built suitable for every-
one's wishes. The buildings varies greatly in layout and
offers amazing views. You can choose from 2 or 3-story
villas with a private pool and a rooftop terrace, condo-
miniums, townhouses. Tuscany Residence Aruba enjoys
an abundance of luxury amenities and services. Soon a
new concept consisting of 18, 1 and 2- story water villas.
Everything is aimed at providing homeowners and holi-
day makers of Tuscany Residence Aruba with a relaxing
stay.

Dutch design

Tuscany Residence Aruba is a residence that is currently
being built and will develop in the coming years into a
luxury residential resort with various types of homes and
many amenities such as swimming pools, restaurant, bar,
offices, meeting rooms, gym, wellness and more. The
combination of the beautiful Dutch modern international
architecture and the Aruban palm trees creates a luxu-
rious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmosphere in this re-
sort. Tuscany Residence Aruba is the perfect choice for
couples and families. Bas de Groot, Managing Director of
Tuscany Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from fradition-
al building, our design distinguishes itself.” At 8 minutes’
walk from Palm Beach, designed in a European style with
high-quality materials, on property land and with buying
possibilities from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany
Residence is a dream comes frue. “We just completed
the community pool and the first villa. Eight fownhouses
are ready and three are still available. There is lots to see,
you are invited. Our quality will convince you.”

We take care of it all

De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous construction
which builds confidence. Aside of the fown houses and
villa you can see the community pool now, providing you
with the idea of style and quality of our residence.” He
continues saying that maintenance, property manage-
ment, rental program and safety are taken care of. “You
can log in from abroad and manage your property for
rental or view your administration.” The great thing about
Tuscany is that it offers everything equal to a resort but
you do not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up,
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. “We have
got space and different size offerings making this more

a community feel rather than a packed condo building.” He also emphasizes that the
location is one of the best on Aruba as it is quiet and close to Palm Beach.

Townhouses -
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms ” l'l
Price starting U.S. $ 347,000, community \
fee U.S. $ 200/month .
Still 3 Available.

Luxury Villas

3 and 4 bedrooms, 3.5 and 4.5 bathrooms, Private Pool
Price starting U.S. $ 788,000, community fee U.S. $ 275/mth
Still 2 Available.

FETTIimmmue

Coming Soon: 18 Luxury Water Villas

The Concept: 18- 2 and 3 bedroom villas around 1 communal pool with covered ter-
race and garden at the pool side. Soon we will start the presale and if you are interested
please contact us!

a warm community with amenities like
wellness, gym, restaurants, pools and this
all within a structure where the residence
takes care of your property management
while you are not here2 Can the highest
European quality and solid working struc-
ture take away your preoccupations while
you are home? Than meet us, we are here
to convince you with quality!l]

Reasons to buy
Reasons to consider Aruba property own-
ership, at Tuscany Residence Aruba

* Excellent price-quality ratio

e Beautiful designs & Quality construc-
fion

* Residential Park with all amenities

* Property land on top-location

* Varies properties in different price
range

¢ Onsite Maintenance Team, Property
Management & Rental Program

Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residen-

fial area where you will meet a mix of lo-

cal and foreign owners? Do you feel for

Tuscany Residence Aruba
Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.
com

(+297) 280 4664

(+297) 733 2424
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day

Here’s why: Aruba Today collected some things
to do BEYOND the beach. Yes, we know. Aruba,
located 15 miles north of Venezuela in the warm
waters of the southern Caribbean, is home to
beautiful white-sand beaches, 82-degree days,
and thus ideal for the perfect beach day. But
we are also blessed with some of the warmest
people in the world and our island is 19.6 miles
long and 6 miles across, with a total area of 70
square miles. Bit more to discover than the white
stretch on the coastline we say. Let’s mention
some of these hidden gems.

Nature Calls

The Aruba National Park is worth the ride. We
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s
rangers whose job is fo maintain trails and pro-
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about
the island’s indigenous roofts. The guided tours
are even free of charge. If you are not up to
walking, you can drive through the park, one
way or another this park is a great place to
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land-
scape you end up at some of the most stunning
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protect-
ed nature with a richness of animals living in it.
The Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban
cat eye snake (santanero) and endangered
rattle snake (cascabel) are just some of them,
you can also admire these close in the park’s
Visitors’ Center. The park is open from 8am unfil
3.30pm. For more information, visit the website
www.arubanationalpark.org

The Lighthouse
No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem.
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the
most known highlights in Aruba and many re-
peated guests most probably took the ride up-
hill already. But, there is a significant change to
this fower. Since September 2016 you can climb
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds
started the restoration of the California Light-
house. The project finished in September 2016
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con-
struction of the California Lighthouse started in
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam-
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in-
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its
light. Call +297 699 0995 for more information.

Kayak in the Mangroves

Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place
not fo miss out on. The beautiful beach with the
nafural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you
are info a more active way to enjoy the nature:
take a kayak. While you are doing some work-
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-,
you will see the island from a different perspec-
tive. You can even make a stop to do some
snorkeling at the reef. It's fun, it's healthy and
for sure something else. There are several com-
panies that offer kayak tours, we had good ex-
perience with The Shack Aruba, find them on
Facebook..

PALM BEACH — Recently the Aruba Tourism Authority
honored the Distinguished Visitors of Aruba as a to-
ken of appreciation for visiting the island for more than
years and more consecutive years.

The honorees were:
Todd & Elizabeth Ross, residents of USA

The Ross’s stated that they love coming to Aruba for its
warm inviting sun, the gracious treatment from every-
one and the lovely sea & climate.

Marouska Heyliger, representative of the Aruba Tour-
ism Authority, together with members of Marriott Surf
Club, Jenny Boekhoudt and GM. Mr. Joop Bangma,
bestowed the certificate of the Ambassadors and
handed some presents to the honorees and thanked
them for choosing Aruba as their vacation destination
and as their home away from home for so many years
on behalf of the Government of Aruba. ]
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Amazon warehouse workers reject union bid in Alabama

By JOSEPH PISANI

AP Retail Writer

Amazon workers voted
against forming a union at
a warehouse in Alabama,
handing the online retail gi-
ant a decisive victory and
cutting off a path that la-
bor activists had hoped
would lead to similar efforts
throughout the company
and beyond.

After months of aggressive
campaigning from both
sides, 1,798 warehouse
workers ultimately rejected
the union while 738 voted
in favor of it, according fo
the Natfional Labor Rela-
fions Board, which is over-
seeing the process.

Of the 3,117 votes cast, 76
were voided and 505 were
contested by either Ama-
zon or the Retail, Whole-
sale  and  Department
Store Union, which led the
organizing efforts in Besse-
mer. But the NLRB said the
contested votes were not
enough to sway the out-
come.

The wunion said it would
fle an objection with the
NLRB charging the com-
pany with illegally interfer-
ing with the union vote. It
will seek a hearing with the
labor board to determine
if the results "should be set
aside because conduct by
the employer created an
atmosphere of confusion,
coercion and/or fear of re-
prisals." The union accused
Amazon of spreading disin-
formation about the union-
ization effort at meetings
that workers were required
to attend.

"Amazon has left no stone
unturned in its efforts fo
gaslight its own employees.
We won't let Amazon's lies,
deception and illegal ac-
tivities go unchallenged,”
said Stuart Appelbaum, the
president of the RWDSU.
Amazon said in a state-
ment that it didn't intimi-
date employees.

"Our employees heard far
more anti-Amazon mes-
sages from the union, poli-
cymakers, and media out-
lets than they heard from
us," the company said.
"And Amazon didn't win —
our employees made the
choice to vote against join-
ing a union."

The union push was the

In this Tuesday, March 30, 2021 file photo, a banner encouraging workers to vote in labor balloting
is shown at an Amazon warehouse in Bessemer, Ala.

biggest in Amazon's 26-
year history and only the
second time that an orga-
nizing effort from within the
company had come to a
vote. But Bessemer was al-
ways viewed as a long shot
since it pitted the counftry's
second-largest employer
against nearly 6,000 work-
ers in a state where laws
don't favor unions.

That the labor movementin
Bessemer even goft this far
was unexpected. Amazon
has an undefeated record
of snuffing out union efforts
before they can spread.
And at a fime when the
economy is sfill frying to
recover and companies
have been eliminating
jobs, it is one of the few
places sfill hiring during the
pandemic, adding 500,000
workers last year alone.

But the pandemic also re-
vealed inequities in the
workforce, with many hav-
ing fo report to their jobs
even while the coronavi-
rus was raging, leading to
concerns over health and
safety. The organizing ef-
forts in Bessemer coincid-
ed with protests happen-
ing throughout the coun-
try after the police kiling
of George Floyd, raising
awareness around racial
injustice and further fuel-
ing frustration over how
workers at the warehouse

— more than 80% who are
Black — are being tfreated,
with 10-hour days of pack-
ing and loading boxes and
only two 30-minute breaks.
Workers in Bessemer ap-
proached the RWDSU last
summer about organizing
and the momentum had
been building ever since.
The union push was thrust
info the national spotlight,
aftracting the attention of
professional athletes, Holly-
wood stars and high-profile
elected officials, including
President Joe Biden.

During the voting process,
workers  were  flooded
with messages from Ama-
zon and the union. Ama-
zon hung anfi-union signs
throughout the warehouse,
including inside bathroom
stalls. It held mandatory
meetings to  convince
workers why the union
was a bad idea and also
argued that it already of-
fered more than twice
the minimum wage in Ala-
bama plus benefits without
paying union dues.

Union organizers, mean-
while, stood outside the
warehouse gates trying to
talk to people driving in and
out of work. It also had vol-
unteers call all of the nearly
6,000 workers, promising
a union will lead to better
working conditions, better
pay and more respect.

Associated Press

Mark Cohen, director of re-
tail studies at Columbia Uni-
versity Business School, says
that Amazon's warehouses
are "juicy targets of oppor-
tunity" for unions because
they can be organized one
at a time. The company
employs more than 950,000
full- and part-time workers
in the U.S. and nearly 1.3
milion worldwide. More-
over, the status of Ama-
zon's founder Jeff Bezos as
the richest man in the world
makes him easy to vilify, es-
pecially when his company
enjoyed record profits |ast
year that climbed 84% to
$21 billion.

Cohen, who used to be an
executive at Sears Canao-
da, called retail a "rough
and tough" industry, add-
ing that "Bezos has built a
high performance-based
culture with expectations
of performance and pro-
ductivity at every level
down fo the shop floor. If
that's not your gig, don't go
work for them."

The Natfional Retail Federa-
tion, the nation's largest re-
tail group, struck a tone of
relief after the vote in Bes-
semer.

"The process works and
employees can make an
informed decision despite
the enormous scrutiny un-
der which this campaign
was conducted," said Dao-

vid French, a spokesman
for the federation. "Union
representation is a choice
for workers, but many clear-
ly prefer opportunities in a
competitive marketplace
that provides strong wages
and benefits over the ano-
nymity of a collective bar-
gaining agreement.”
Unions have lost ground no-
tionally for decades since
their peak in the decades
following World War 1. In
1970, almost a third of the
U.S. workforce belonged
to a union. In 2020, that fig-
ure was 10.8%, according
fo the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. Private sector
workers now account for
less than half of the 14.3 mil-
lion union members across
the country.

Richard Bensinger, a former
organizing director for the
A.F.L-C.I.O. and the Unit-
ed Automobile Workers,
noted the large number
of workers who didn't vote
in Bessemer: "To me, that's
all about the paralysis, the
fear. They don't want to be
supportive of the company
but they are afraid to stand
up for the union."
Bensinger, who said he is in-
volved in early unionization
efforts by Amazon work-
ers the U.S. and Canada,
spoke to a couple of those
workers Thursday night "try-
ing to tell them what hap-
pened so they wouldn't be
discouraged."

Despite this latest defeat,
labor experts and union
leaders believe the orgo-
nizing efforts in Bessemer
could nonetheless inspire
other Amazon workers 1o
want fo unionize at the
company's hundreds of fa-
cilities across the country.
And it could spread be-
yond the company, spur-
ring action at Walmart, the
natfion's largest employer,
and other big retailers, ac-
cording to Benjamin Sachs,
a labor law professor at
Harvard Law School.

Sachs points to the 1930s,
when the auto industry,
then a symbol of the new
economy, unionized and
helped galvanize workers.
"l think no matter what hap-
pens, this is the beginning
of along story about unions
and Amazon — not the
end of the story," he said.(4d
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Steep decline in giant sea turtles seen off U.S. West Coast

Associated Press
MONTEREY, Calif. (AP) —
Scientists were document-
ing stranded sea turtles on
California's beaches nearly
40 years ago when they
noticed that leatherbacks
— massive sea furtles that
date to the time of the di-
nosaurs — were among
those washing up on shore.
It was strange because the
nearest known population
of the giants was several
thousand miles away in
the waters of Central and
South America.

Their mysterious presence
led researchers to a star-
tling discovery. A subset of
leatherbacks that hatches
on beaches in Indonesiq,
Papua New Guinead, Van-
uatu and the Solomon Is-
lands were migrating 7,000
miles across the Pacific
Ocean to the cold waters
off the U.S. West Coast,
where they gorged on jelly-
fish before swimming back.
The epic journey stunned
scienfists.

"There are birds that go far-
ther, but they fly. There's a
whale shark that might swim
a little further, but it doesn't
have to come up for air.
This animal is actually push-
ing water all the way across
the Pacific Ocean," said
Scott Benson, an ecologist
with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
fration's fisheries service in
Monterey, who has studied
the furtles for decades. "If's
just a majestic animal."

But now, just as scientists
are beginning to fully un-

In this December 2006 photo provided by Karin Forney, is Scott Benson, an ecologist and leath-
erback turtle expert with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service,
posing with a female western Pacific leatherback turtle on a nesting beach on Santa Isabel Island
in the Solomon Islands.

derstand the amazing od-
yssey, the turtles are disap-
pearing — and fast.

In less than 30 years, the
number of western Pa-
cific leatherbacks in the
foraging population off
of California plummeted
80% and a recent study
co-authored by Benson
shows a 5.6% annual de-
cline — almost identical to
the decline documented
thousands of miles away
on nesting beaches. About
1,400 adult females were
counted on western Pacif-
ic nesting beaches, down
from tens of thousands of
turtles a few decades ago,
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and there are as few as 50
foraging off California, Ben-
son said.

If nothing changes, scien-
tists say, the leatherbacks
— creatures that can weigh
half as much as a compact
car and have 4-foot-long
flippers — could be gone
from the U.S. West Coast
within three decades, a
demise brought on by indis-
criminate international fish-
ing, the decimation of nest-
ing grounds and climate
change.

"The turtles were there and
we finally started paying
aftention,” said Jim Harvey,
director of San Jose State
University's Moss Landing
Marine Laboratories at San
Jose State University and
the study's co-author. "We
got into looking at the story
just as the story was end-
ing."

The study provides critical,
but devastating, new pop-
ulation information  that
doesn't bode well for the
leatherbacks, said Daniel
Pauly, a fisheries professor
at the University of British
Columbia and an interna-
tional expert on reducing
commercial fishing's im-
pact on marine ecosys-
tems.

"If you find the decline in
one place, that might have
a number of causes, but if
you find the same estimate

Associated Press

of decline in two places
that indicates something
much more serious," said
Pauly, who was not in-
volved in the study. '"They
are redlly in big trouble."
NOAA launched an ag-
gressive initiative to save
them in 2015 and will now
release an updated action
plan this month to inspire
greater international co-
operation in reducing the
number of eggs pillaged
on beaches and the num-
ber of Pacific leatherbacks
entangled in commercial
fishing gear.

"There is an opportunity
right now to stop the de-
cline, but we must seize
that opportunity immedi-
ately and that will require
an international effort by
all the nations this animals
intferacts with," said Benson.
"If nothing is done fo reverse
this course, this population
will become, essentially, ex-
tinct in the Pacific Ocean.”
The leatherbacks have
likely been foraging off the
U.S. West Coast for millen-
nia. There are six other dis-
tinct leatherback populo-
tions scattered around the
world but none of them
complete such a long mi-
gration. As many as 60% of
the leatherback turtles that
hatch in the western Pacif-
ic Ocean make the trip to
California — and scientists

aren't sure why some do
and others don't. Some go
farther north, to waters off
Oregon and even Wash-
ington state.

All the world's leatherbacks
are under pressure, but the
subset that migrates for
months across the vastness
of the Pacific faces unique
threats that are particularly
difficult for conservationists
to counter. Leatherbacks in
the eastern Pacific, which
nest in Mexico and Costa
Rica, are also experiencing
a population crash from a
sharp reduction in nesting
beaches.

In the water, commercial
fishing boats pursue sword-
fish in an international no-
man's-land, where strict
U.S. fishing laws don't apply,
and fishing nefs and long
lines infended for swordfish
can injure or kill turtles. They
must navigate the fishing
grounds of Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, Philippines and Ja-
pan and other nations to
reach the U.S. West Coast.
On land, leatherback eggs
on nesting beaches in the
western Pacific are fre-
qguently wiped out by wild
animals or humans, who
collect the delicacies to
eat or sell. Sand-mining op-
erations and development
on private beaches are
also encroaching on leath-
erback nests.

In the U.S., swordfish fishing
with long lines has been
banned for 20 years from
mid-August to mid-Novem-
ber to protect the giant
turtles in a 186,000-square-
mile  (481,787-square-kilo-
meter) zone off the West
Coast. Most recently, Cali-
fornia is phasing out the
only small drift gill net fish-
ery in the state by 2024,
and the long-line swordfish
fleet in Hawaii and Califor-
nia must shut down if they
accidentally catch more
than 16 leatherbacks fleet-
wide in a season.

Last year, President Don-
ald Trump vetoed a bill
co-sponsored by U.S. Sen.
Diane Feinstein, a Califor-
nia Democrat, that would
have phased out a type of
fishing with large mesh un-
derwater nets known to en-
snare sea turtles and other
species. She reinfroduced it
in February.]
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s National Supercompulér Center in W

A woman walks in the hallway of the National Supercomputer
Center in Wuxi, which hosts the Shenwei (Sunway) Taihulight
supercomputer, in Wuxi in eastern China’s Jiangsu province on

Aug. 29, 2020.

BEJING (AP) — China’s
government on Friday criti-
cized the Biden administra-
tion’s curbs on access to
U.S. technology for its su-
percomputer developers
and said sanctions “only
stfrengthen China’s deter-
mination” to invent its own.
The sanctions announced
Thursday are the latest
sign President Joe Biden is
sticking to the fough line
taken by his predecessor,
Donald Trump, toward Chi-
nese tech industries seen
by Washington as potential
threats.

The step adds to conflict
over the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s industrial plans,
access to American tech-
nology and accusations
of computer attacks and
theft of business secrefs.

A foreign ministry spokes-
man, Zhao Lijian, accused
Washington of  misusing
phony security warnings to
“maliciously suppress” Chi-
nese industry.
“"Containment

and  sup-

Associated Press

pression by the United
States cannot stop the
pace of China’s scientific
and technological prog-
ress, but will only strengthen
China’s determination and
will to innovate indepen-
dently,” Zhao said.

Zhao said Beijing would
protect its companies,
echoing Chinese warnings
after previous U.S. frade
penalfies that often are fol-
lowed by no action.

The latest penalfies block
access to U.S. technology
for researchers and manu-
facturers the Commerce
Department said build su-
percomputers used by the
Chinese military in weapons
development. They can be
used to simulate nuclear
explosions and the aero-
dynamics of high-speed or
stealth aircraft and missiles.
Biden has said he wants
better relations with Beijing
but has given no indication
he will roll back sanctions
imposed by Trump on Chi-
nese telecom equipment

[TSDAY ___[BSNDA

U.S. sanctions Chinese
computer makers in
widening tech fight

giant Huawei and other
companies.

The Communist Party has
responded by declaring
that accelerating efforts to
fransform China into a self-
reliant “technology power”
will be this year's top eco-
nomic priority.

Chinese  supercomputers
have set speed records
but use U.S.-supplied pro-

cessor chips and other

hardware.[]
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Dakota Tel. 588 7364

San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
ﬁmerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Back in Business: WrestleMania ready to rumble with fans

By DAN GELSTON

AP Sports Writer

His fime due as the next
face of WWE, Drew Mc-
Intyre imagined what his
crowning achievement
would look like in the build
toward last year's Wrestle-
Mania in  his American
hometown of Tampa, Flor-
ida.

"l beat 'The Beast' Brock Le-
snar, | raise the title, | jump
info the crowd," he said.
He defeated Lesnar, yes.
Then, silence. No pyro-
technics, no fans — digi-
tal, cardboard or packed
in seafs — no members of
his family sitting ringside to
celebrate with the Scoftish-
born star.

The mania was muted.
Banished from the sched-
uled site at Raymond
James Stadium, WWE ran
its signafure event inside
an empty training facility in
Florida. "The pandemic hits.
| get a little angry, disap-
pointed, frustrated when
| found out it was going
to be in the performance
center," Mcintyre said.

A year later, Mcintyre gefts
a chance to do it again.
Let's wrestle two!

WWE is set fo welcome
back fans for the first fime
in more than a year when
25,000 of the catchphrase-
yelling, replica champi-
onship belt-wearing, sign-
holding diehards are ex-
pected on both Saturday

In this April 3, 2016, file photo, Roman Reigns holds up the championship belt after defeating Triple
H during WrestleMania 32 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas.

and Sunday nights at Ray-
mond James Stadium for
WrestleMania.

"There's nothing like see-
ing the fans in person and
getting a redo in Raymond
James Stadium,” Mclintyre
said. "They're going to blow
the roof off, if there's even
a roof."

The company built on the
purported 24-inch pythons
of Hulk Hogan navigated
a pandemic year with live
shows held in its Thunder-
Dome setup, where fans
appeared on digital video

boards and artificial crowd
noise was pumped into the
stadium for every match.
Even without nonstop ftour-
ing, WWE business has
never been better: Already
locked into long-term, bil-
lion-dollar TV deals with Fox
and USA, WWE shifted ifs
standalone streaming ser-
vice to NBCUniversal's Pea-
cock streaming service for,
yes, another billion-dollar
confract.

That's a truckload of fabu-
lous moolah for a compa-
ny whose ratings cratered

Associated Press

during the pandemic, with
just 1.701 milion viewers
watching the Mania go-
home show Monday night
on USA.

Often criticized for a heavy
reliance on past stars in its
marquee events, WWE has
John Cena, Lesnar, Triple
H, The Undertaker and Bill
Goldberg sitting this one
out. Becky Lynch and
Ronda Rousey — the first
female wrestlers to head-
line a WrestleMania main
event, in 2019 — are at
home. Bayley and Char-

lotte Flair aren't advertised.
The card, of course, in wres-
fling is always subject to
change. Mcintyre is back
in the main event when he
takes on WWE champion
Bobby Lashley on Saturday.
Roman Reigns defends the
Universal championship in a
triple-threat match against
Edge and Daniel Bryan in
Sunday's big match.
Lashley headlines Wres-
fleMania 37 after serving
as Donald Trump's hand-
picked representative for
a "Battle of the Billionaires"
match against Umaga and
his rep, WWE CEO Vince
McMahon, in 2007. The
44-year-old Lashley enters
WrestleMania in the rarified
air of Black champions in
an industry that historically
cast minorities as stereotyp-
ical performers. This year,
people of color fill the card,
with Lashley, The New Day's
Kofi Kingston and Xavier
Woods, and the Smack-
down women's champion-
ship match pitting champi-
on Sasha Banks vs. Bianca
Belair among the handful
of matches with represen-
tation.

"Of course, everybody right
now is saying there's a lot of
African-American or Black
people in these big, high-
profile matches and that's
understandable because
it wasn't something that
was very prevalent before,"
Lashley said. [

Miss America to be crowned in live

- !

In this Dec. 19, 2019, file photo, Camille Schrier, of Virginia, re-
acts as she is crowned by 2019 Miss America Nia Franklin after
winning the Miss America competition at the Mohegan Sun ca-

sino in Uncasville, Conn.

By SUSAN HAIGH
Associated Press

Associated Press

UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) —
The 100th Miss America will

be crowned before a live
audience at the Mohegan
Sun casino in Connecticut
following a year of virtual
appearances and delayed
competitions due to the
pandemic, organizers an-
nounced Thursday.

"To be standing here today
is exciting, especially with
what everyone has been
through over the course
of the last 12 months," said
Mohegan Sun President
and General Manager Jeff
Hamilton.

The organizers had to post-
pone the planned 2020
broadcast and competi-
fions until 2021 and extend
the reign of the current Miss
America, Camille Schrier,
for a second vyear. This

event after virtual year

year's event and broadcast
are planned for Decem-
ber, with specific dates yet
to be announced.

The Miss America organi-
zation said Thursday it had
reached an agreement o
hold the multiday compe-
fition's events and nation-
ally televised finals for three
years at Mohegan Sun, a
resort casino in southeast-
ern  Connecticut that is
owned and operated by
the Mohegan Tribe.

In 2019, the organization
had announced it was
leaving Atlantic City, New
Jersey, for a second fime.
Schrier, a former Miss Vir-
ginia who gave a colorful
chemistry demonstration at
Mohegan Sun in 2019, per-

formed virtual demonstra-
tions in her backyard dur-
ing the pandemic to get
kids interested in science
and made "appearances”
from a studio in her base-
ment, discussing drug safe-
ty and opioid awareness,
said Shantel Krebs, chair of
the Miss America Board of
Directors.[
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Olympic Gold: Men's Gymnastics Struggling to Survive

By WILL GRAVES

AP Sports

The death of a 117-year-
old program, one that cap-
tured championships and
produced Olympians, end-
ed with a gasp. And then a
vote.

The fact the former did
not alter the outcome of
the latter offered a stark
glimpse into the steadily
eroding support for men's
gymnastics at the NCAA
level, one that will eventu-
ally have a ripple effect up
and down the food chain
for a sport struggling for
relevance inside the U.S.
Olympic movement.

That gasp. John Roethlis-
berger could hear it during
a University of Minnesota
Board of Regents meet-
ing last fall. At one point
someone asked how much
money the school's athletic
department would save
by approving the proposal
to cut men's gymnastics,
men's tennis and men's
indoor tfrack and field, a
move athletic  director
Mark Coyle called neces-
sary to help offset a $45-$65
million deficit due in part to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The answer? $1.6 million. Or
just over 1% of the athletic
department's $123 million
budget.

"Everyone was appalled,”
said  Roethlisberger, a
three-time Olympian and
a three-time NCAA cham-
pion for the Golden Go-
phers. "It didn't make a lot
of sense. ... (We hoped)
maybe we can reconcile
and at least save our sport
and they were like, 'Nope,
let's vote."

And they did. Seven in fa-
vor of cutting men's gym-
nastics, men's tennis and
men's indoor frack at the
end of the 2020-21 aca-
demic year. Five against.
Minnesota's decision came
two months after lowa an-
nounced it was dropping
men's gymnastics, men's
tennis and men's and wom-
en's swimming and div-
ing. Again, administrators
pointed to the long-term fi-
nancial impact of the pan-
demic.

The losses will leave just five
men's gymnastics programs
in the Big Ten and just 11
at the Division | level over-

\
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Michael Moran, representing the University of Minnesota, competes during the Winter Cup gym-
nastics event Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021, in Indianapolis.

all, not including the three
service academies. And it
leaves the USA Gymnastics
men's program in the pre-
carious position of trying to
reclaim a spot among the
world's elite while dealing
with a diminishing talent
base.

There are 11,000 boys or
men enrolled in USA Gym-
nastics, down from over
13,000 in 2007. With only
6.3 scholarships available
per school at Division |,
opportunities to compete
and have at least a por-
tion of their college educa-
tion paid for are becoming
more and more scarce.
Unlike women's gymnastics
in the United States, where
athletes  typically peak
in their late teens before
moving on or being pushed
aside by the next wave,
most male gymnasts don't
hit their prime until their
mid-20s, making the NCAA
level the perfect feeder sys-
tem.

For decades USA Gymnas-
fics has stuffed its Olympic
team with NCAA veterans.
Gymnasts that competed
in college or trained along-
side collegians have ac-
counted for nearly 75% (26
of 36) of the U.S. Olympic
spofts (alternates included)
this millennium.

It will almost certainly be
the case again when the
2021 team is announced
this summer, a group likely
led by NCAA champion

and U.S. natfional champi-
ons Sam Mikulak and Yul
Moldauer.

It's a group Shane Wiskus
plans to be a part of, one
of the reasons he left Min-
nesota last fall for the U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic
Training Center in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. It was a
move he felt necessary to
give him the best chance
at making it to Tokyo. It was
also a matter of survival.
The USOPTC will be around
in a year. The Minnesota
program will not, at least
not at the Division | level.
"(Support at the NCAA
level) is definitely dwin-
dling and | fear that if this
isn't a wake-up call and if
this doesn't get some real
change fo happen within
NCAA then | fear that more
programs could be cut and
NCAA gymnastics could go
extinct," said Wiskus, a se-
nior who studied remotely
this semester and fied for
the Big Ten all-around title
last week.

Wiskus is lucky in that he
had options. Things are far
murkier for feammate Mike
Moran. A junior from Mor-
ristown, New Jersey, Moran
admits there were people
within his inner circle who
discouraged him  from
competing collegiately be-
cause they viewed his cho-
sen sport as a "dying entity."
Which makes the pain of
its end all the more acute.
Moran is a longshot at best

Associated Press

fo make the 2021 Olympic
tfeam, but his passion and
dedication are an impor-
tant part of the recipe it
takes for Olympic programs
to thrive.

"Less than 1% of college
athletes go to the Olympics
but they get pushed by the
masses," said Brett McClure,
a 2004 Olympian and for-
mer college head coach
at Cal who now serves as
the high-performance di-
rector for the USA Gymnas-
fics men's program.

And the masses are shrink-
ing.

"USA Gymnastics looks at
the NCAA like the NFL looks
at college football," Roeth-
lisberger said. "Each team
is like a mini-Olympic train-
ing center. When all that
goes away, you have two
coaches at USOTC that
can carry 15 guys. Look at
what that is going to do to
your feeder pool. You're
going to see a stream of
guys faling out because
they have to worry about
their future."

A decision that — like the
one Moran faces — could
come in their early 20s. It
could also come far earlier.
McClure and everyone
else involved in the sport
understands the metrics.
Football and men's basket-
ball pay a massive chunk
of the bills. Athletfic direc-
tors are increasingly con-
cerned about what the
shifting economics mean

fo Olympic sports. Nearly
80% of the 558 U.S. athletes
at the Rio Games in 2016
came out of an American
college program.

Most of the 85 programs
cut by Division | universities
since the coronavirus pan-
demic hit last year have
involved Olympic sports.
Next on the horizon are
proposals being debated
by the NCAA and in Con-
gress that would allow play-
ers to cut sponsorship deals
and make money off their
names, likeness and imag-
es (NIL). A more far-reach-
ing bill proposes revenue
sharing between the sports
programs and athletes.
That likely means even
more money funneled into
revenue-generating sporfts,
an idea that clashes with
what the ideal of the col-
lege athletic experience is
supposed to be. Or, at least
what it used to be.
"College athletics as we
know it for a long time is
no longer going to be the
way if's been," Minnesota
coach Mike Burns said.
"Downsizing and streamlin-
ing is probably the direc-
tion they're all thinking."
Mark Williams, the longtime
Oklahoma coach who also
led the 2016 U.S. Olympic
team and has guided the
Sooners to nine national
championships, is fearful
of what lies ahead if the
NCAA model no longer be-
comes sustainable.

"Our budgets are not going
fo be easily replicated by
the USOTC if we go away,"
he said.

It's an "if* that will become
a reality at Minnesota and
lowa later this month. Ironi-
cally, the Golden Gophers
will host the 2021 NCAA
National Collegiate Men's
Gymnastics Champion-
ships on April 16-17.

Wiskus will be out there.
Moran and the rest of his
Minnesota, foo. At some
point, Moran will look out
across the arena and pon-
der his future, and maybe
his sport.

"It's kind of a morbid way to
approach it, it's the same
for everything else in life,
how do you approach life
when you know there's
death at the end?" he said.

Q
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Buxion buzz: Twins excited by budding star's powerful start

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Since
selecting Byron Buxton with
the second overall pick
in the 2012 draft, the Min-
nesota Twins have waited
patiently for their center
fielder to perform at his su-
perstar potential for a full
season.

Perhaps this will be the year
that Buxton puts together
all of that speed, power
and skill — and stays away
from those ruinous injuries
while doing it.

There's never been a doubt
about his ability to inspire
and entertain.

"Everybody in this room has
got a purpose on our team,
but he's got something
special. He brings a lot of
energy," starting pitcher
José Berrios said. "The fast-
est in our game, obviously,
in center field. Also, when
he's healthy, he can hit and
run. We are seeing it so far
this season. | think he feels
pretty good. That's who By-
ron is. The guy can do this,
100%."

Buxton has four home runs
in 19 at-bats, one of four
players in the majors to hit
that many over the first
eight days of the season.
Throw in three doubles,
and his way-too-early-to-

Minnesota Twins' Byron Buxton watches his solo home run during the eighth inning of a baseball

game against the Detroit Tigers, Tuesday, April 6, 2021, in Detroit.

matter-but-just-for-the-fun-
of-it slugging percentage is
astaggering 1.211. Buxton's
stfreak of six consecutive
games with an extra-base
hit is the longest of his ca-
reer.

The fun started in the open-
er at Milwaukee, when he
hit a homer estimated at
456 feet against Brewers
sidearmer Eric Yardley.

"I went up there and had a
plan," Buxton said after that
game. "l literally said, 'He's
going to throw me a slider,’
so | went up there and sat
slider. That's where the ex-
perience part comes in. |
feel confident enough now
where it doesn't really mat-
ter what you throw to me.
Il sit on breaking pitches.
I'm starting to realize how

Associated Press

quick my hands are to re-
act to fastballs. Once you
get to that point, it's pretty
scary."

He is 27 now, yet nowhere
near his peak.

"Watching him just com-
pletely change ballgames
single-handedly is  just
something that never gets
old," Twins manager Rocco
Baldelli said.

Buxton batted fourth on
Thursday in the home
opener against Seattle, just
the second time in his ca-
reer he appeared in the
cleanup spot.

His track-star speed — on
the bases and in the field
— has long been enough
fo make him a fixture in
the lineup. Progress at the
plate has been far more
elusive. Staying healthy has
been the biggest problem,
in part due to his fearless-
ness roaming center field,
but when healthy he's also
endured several rough
strefches  with  the bat
over six years in the major
leagues. Only once has
he played in more than 92
games.

Now in the heart of a line-
up that two seasons ago
set the all-time record for
home runs, Buxton has be-
gun to show he can do
so much more than make
those diving catches.

"He's finding the barrel, and
it's just coming off so hot
right now," Baldelli said.

He was as anchored as ever
in the weight room over the
winter, bulking up his upper
body to help provide more
padding as further preven-
tion for injuries.

By GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP)
Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts said he believes
right-hnander Trevor Bauer
is being "singled out" by
Major League Baseball af-
ter umpires in Oakland col-
lected several baseballs
he threw in his last start,

Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Trevor Bauer throws against the
Oakland Athletics during the first inning of a baseball game in
Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, April 7, 2021.
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apparently o examine for
foreign substances.
Roberts also  acknowl-
edged Friday that he has
noticed umpires collect-
ing sample balls from ev-
ery pitcher as part of the
sport's crackdown this sea-
son on pifchers tampering
with balls.

But the World Series-win-

ning manager openly
wondered why only Bau-
er's name appeared as an
apparent target of MLB's
investigation in a report by
The Athletfic on Thursday.

"l just hope that our player
is not singled out," Roberts
said. "That's the one thing |
want to guard against.”
When asked directly if he
felt Bauer is being singled
out, Roberts replied: "At
this pointf, yeah. ... | don't
know (why). That's the only
name l've heard floated
around."

In his pregame news con-
ference before the Dodg-
ers received their World
Series rings in their home
opener at Dodger Sto-
dium, Roberts wondered
why Bauer was specifically
mentioned in The Athletic's
report, which was based
on unnamed sources.

"I've noticed every game
so far, they've taken balls

Dodgers Roberts thlnks Bauer being 'singled out' by umps

out of play" from every
pitcher, Roberts said.
Bauer reacted to the re-
port on Twitter on Thursday,
writing: "wonder where the
articles about balls from
every other pitcher being
taken out of play in literally
every other game this sea-
son are? Also lol to (af)MLB
who already has 'sources'
talking to gossip bloggers
about a supposedly con-
fidential process a week
intfo the season."

Baseballs loaded with for-
eign substances such as
pine ftar typically have
higher spin rates when
thrown properly, improv-
ing the movement of both
fastballs and breaking
pitches.

MLB disciplinarian Mike Hill
sent a memorandum to
all 30 tfeam:s in late March
announcing an increase
in the monitoring of base-
balls. Statcast data is also

being reviewed by fthe
commissioner's office to
analyze spin rate changes
among pitchers and com-
paring game dafa with
career norms.

Bauer's spin rates have
gone up and down dur-
ing his career, and he has
spoken openly about the
efficacy of using foreign
substances to improve
pitches, saying in 2018 that
the competitive advan-
tage created is significant,
and that cheating is likely
impossible to police.
Bauer's spin rates rose sig-
nificantly last season when
he won the NL Cy Young
award  with  Cincinnati,
but he is far from the only
pitcher with improvement
in that area.

Bauer pitched 6 2/3 innings
of three-hit ball against the
Athletics on Wednesday in
his second straight strong
start for his new team.




